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1. POSSIBLY IN RESPONSE TO ARTICLES IN WESTERN PRESS ON 
FBS/MBFR ISSUE, CENTRAL SOVIET PRESS (IZVESTIYA, PRAVDA, 
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OF DECEMBER 17 PUBLISHED TWO SMALL TASS ITEMS ON U.S. 

NUCLEAR WARHEADS. 

2. FIRST ITEM WAS A REPLAY OF A CALL BY GOVERNOR JIMMY 
CARTER, MADE ON NBC'S "MEET THE PRESS," FOR A "SHARP CUT" 

IN U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS. SECOND CONSISTED OF A SUMMARY OF 
AN ARTICLE IN THE JAPANESE NEWSPAPER YOMIURI QUOTING "AN 
ARMS EXPERT CLOSE TO CONGRESS" THAT U.S. HAS 3,500 TACTICAL 
AND STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS ON THE PACIFIC ISLANDS AND 
A FURTHER 800 ON WARSHIPS IN THE PACIFIC. 

3. COMMENT. NEITHER ARTICLE IS BY NATURE UNPRECEDENTED IN 
SOVIET NEWSPAPERS, THOUGH THE FACT THAT BOTH APPEARED IN ALL 
OF THE CENTRAL PRESS SUGGESTS THAT THEY MAY BE PART OF A 
MINI-CAMPAIGN ON THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR WARHEADS. IT WOULD 

BE UNUSUAL FOR THE SOVIET PRESS TO REMAIN COMPLETELY SILENT 
ON THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN EUROPE AT A TIME WHEN 
THE ISSUE IS RECEIVING HEAVY COVERAGE IN THE WESTERN PRESS. 
ARTICLES SIMILAR TO THOSE DESCRIBED ABOVE, I.E., POINTEDLY 
NOT REPEAT NOT DIRECTED AGAINST EUROPE BUT RATHER AGAINST 
SUCH WEAPONS HELD ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD ON U.S. BASES, 
COULD BE THE SOVIETS' AESOPIAN WAY OF COMMENTING ON AN ISSUE 
THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE BECOME THE SUBJECT OF SENSITIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
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